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A Place Where One Feels the Presence of God

As the time drew near for our departure, Bill and I felt the Holy Spirit
graciously leading us to the House of Compassion through our son’s partner in
medicine, Dr. Jim Smelser and his wife Karen, of Huntsville, Alabama. We were
to stay in Rochester while Bill received radiation and chemotherapy at the
Mayo Clinic for stage-four pancreatic cancer.

From our very first contact with the House of Compassion, we were
impressed with the staff and administrators. Prior to our arrival, Meagan was
helpful in advising us on what we would need during our stay. Her advice was
particularly helpful since we were coming from Huntsville, Alabama, where the
' winters are mild.

. We shall never forget the sincere, humble greeting we received upon our arrival.

Bill & Mary Ann Walker Clearing the parking lot with a snow-blower, Stacy quit his work to greet us, gave
each of us a bear hug, and carried in our luggage. Standing outside in the freezing
snow, Meagan welcomed us with a warm smile and kind words.

We found everyone at the House of Compassion to be joyful, friendly, and accepting, immediately putting us at
ease. Moreover, we found each staff member to have specific, yet different, strengths and gifts which combine to
make the House of Compassion run smoothly.

Debra made sure we started our mornings with a hug, which always seemed to be delivered at just the right
moment and helped melt away any tension we were feeling. Additionally, Debra has a considerable knowledge of
health food, so she could offer dietary suggestions as well as direct us to the appropriate stores to meet our needs.

Stacy made himself available to help us any way he could. His help began the moment we arrived, and we
witnessed this helping spirit day after day as he cleaned snow off our car, bought and delivered furniture, and he
and Toni saved us from our Southern naivete by taxiing us to and from the Clinic when we were planning on
walking in subzero temperatures. Not only did Stacy attend to our physical needs but also to our spiritual needs.
Thanks to his non-intimidating presentation of the scriptures, we were nourished with the Word of God through
his Bible studies. This was especially critical for our spiritual health as we were unable to attend traditional
church services while Bill was undergoing his treatments due to his suppressed immune system and his doctors
advising him to avoid crowds.

Meagan is a precious, humble servant of God whose gift of compassion, coupled with a strong work ethic,
makes her a vital member of the House of Compassion staff. Because of her own medical battle, Meagan has vast
medical understanding. We enjoyed conversing with her about Bill's condition and sharing with her the
information we learned as we met with various doctors at the Clinic. Many times her comments and questions
during these discussions made us realize things we needed to ask Bill’s doctors during his appointments. Her
calm and gentle countenance always seemed to melt away any stress or tension we were experiencing.

We found the House of Compassion’s facilities to be clean, well-maintained, and stocked with all of the comforts
one needs in a home-away-from-home. Having a full modern kitchen was a huge blessing, supplying us with
every necessary item and appliance needed to prepare healthy meals to aid Bill’s fight against cancer and meet his
needs as a type-1 diabetic. Having access to an in-house laundry facility was a
blessing as well. All these needs could not have been met in a traditional hotel or |
suite.

By the end of our stay, we had come to consider the House of Compassion staff and
administrators to be like family. On the day of Bill’s last radiation treatment, Debra,
Stacy and Meagan accompanied us to the Clinic to take pictures of Bill ringing the bell,
signifying the end of his treatments.

Being among the kind and loving Christian staff and enjoying the wonderful
accommodations of the House of Compassion allowed us a peaceful and restful
lifestyle that greatly contributed to our overall comfort and Bill’s healing. We could
truly feel the presence of God there.

Sincerely, Bl and Wary 4wn Walber, Huntsville , Alabama
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"Truly A Blessing" “Great Comfort”

On a trip to Mayo Clinic in Mark had received an artificial heart valve almost 22
January 2011, we had a : yearsago. Now this valve needed to be replaced. As we
consultation for Doris with a  prepared for our trip, we saw evidence of God working. We
neurosurgeon about a brain learned of the House of Compassion from friends at church.

tumor. We were very stressed During our stay, we saw the staff and family demonstrate
as we did not know how long

: : God’s love by touching people’s lives. The knowledge of a :
: we would need to stay or : ] G
gLeRoy & Dorls Vahovick what the results would be. A home to come to each night after tests and doctor visits
; : was a great comfort. We
felt humbled for the :
blessing of seeing God at
work in this place. The
spiritual and emotional
support found here

friend from the church of Christ in Michigan called and told
us to contact the House of Compassion. We did and the
wonderful and caring folks there made us feel so welcome
and comfortable. We can't praise them enough for all the
good things they did for us. They truly were a blessing. |
(Doris) had surgery to remove the brain tumor. We stayed
at the House throughout my surgery and recovery. We
know God opened all the doors for us; we are forever
grateful and have made wonderful new friends in Christ.
Thank God for the House of Compassion.

LeRoay & Dance VYathouick, St Johns, MI

made our trip easier.
- Wark & Dawa Fayden,
Jackson, MS

Working Together in the Kingdom

For a number of years, Aida Chen has been a Christian Chinese
interpreter for China Mission. She has accompanied four different
Chinese families to the Mayo; the most recent was 3-year-old Liangle and
his mother Xie Juan. Thankfully, Liangle experienced successful heart
surgery. Their stay at Rochester also allowed for the mother;, Xie Juan, to
have a number of Bible studies led by Stacy with Aida interpreting. Xie
Juan and her son are now back in China, and though she did not obey the
Xie Juan, Liangle & Aida  Gospel, she was taught it, and we pray the day will come for her

obedience.
= In past newsletters, Aida has been pictured with the other
Chinese families who have come to the Mayo Clinic. Her wonderful Christian
character and gift to interpret has helped lead three to Christ. However, this time
marked Aida’s last to work with Stacy in teaching the gospel since she has chosen
to pursue a degree in nursing in Orlando, Florida. Hands of Compassion ministers
to people in numerous ways, always with the desire to share the knowledge and
compassion of the blessed Lord. Our thanks to the China Mission ministry and to

Aida for working together with us in the Kingdom. Aida will be greatly missed. -
Stacy

$13.,500 - Dollar Campaign Big Success

Thank you to all who contributed to our dollar campaign. Over 42 congregations and 75 individuals

participated in this our first annual Dollar Campaign. We have set the first Sunday in November to be

our annual dollar campaign date. Therefore, please mark Sunday, November 6th, 2011 as Hands of

Compassion Dollar Sunday. A little given by one, and duplicated by many, can provide a much-needed
‘ resource for caring for the hurting. Thank you again for your encouraging participation in this effort.

& * Please use the 840 W. Center Street Rochester, MN 55902 address when sending checks or correspondence and not the
Please Note 830 address.

* In an effort to reduce our postage costs and be more efficient with our bookkeeping process, we are going to be making
some changes. Be assured that everyone who sends in a donation, memorial contribution or honorarium contribution will
get a tax letter. However in most cases, we will only be sending an annual letter at the end of the year. If you donate monthly or
multiple times a year, your letter will include a list of all donations made in the calendar year. If you need a letter right away or prefer
something more frequent than an annual basis, then please call, email or write us, and we’ll be happy to assist you.
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MEMORIAL LIST
10/15/10 - 05/01/11

LEVA B. ALLEN

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J.
Howell

Cornelia Ragester

CAROLINE ANDERSON
Daryl & Kathy Krutzig

FREDOLPH ANDERSON
Daryl & Kathy Krutzig

HARVEY ANDERSON
Daryl & Kathy Krutzig

DON BAILEY
David and Tish Spencer and
Family

LEANNA BENNETT
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Smelser
Meagan Justus

FREDA BENTLEY
Margaret Anderson

GENE BERTRAM
Vivian Bertram

GRACE BERTRAM
Vivian Bertram

NELSON BERTRAM
Vivian Bertram

ARLONA BRANNON
Elsie Hostrup

LORI BUFE
Harold & Linda Bufe

MICHELLE BULYCA
Daryl & Kathy Krutzig

PAUL CITTY
Callie Bloomberg

ROGER COLLINS
Moy Dudrey

DELLA DENTON
Bill and Virginia Lowrey

NORMA DIEHL
Louise Ramsey

FAYE SCHNEIDER
FISHER
Bobby & Rhonda McTigue

GLADYS GREEN
Jim and Diane Griffin

MIKE HANDELAND
Daryl & Kathy Krutzig

CLARENCE HENDERSON
Peggy McCarty

EVA HINSHAW
Bobby and Rhonda McTigue

MEL HOGAN
Velma Blake

KATHY HUGGINS
John Ed and Anna Lee Isbell

RANDY JAEGER
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hirschfeld

MILDRED LARSON
Elizabeth Blomberg
Victoria Tabbert

Board of Education, Admin.
and Staff Queen Bee
Schools, District No. 16
Glendale Heights, IL
Frances Vergo

Russell and Rowena Killion
Gary and Wendy Byram

Al Vicki, Kyla and Ryan
Webb

MARILYN LEITHHEAD
Margaret Anderson

GERSTER LENTZ
George and Judith Sheets

WANDA LENTZ
George and Judith Sheets

TIM LOWRY
David and Tish Spencer and
Family

MIKE MAJORI
Bobby & Rhonda McTigue

JOYCE ESTES
MALINOWSKY
Margaret Ester Wald
Peter, Andrea, Anna &
Timothy Wald

RUTH MCCALEB
Moy Dudrey

MARGARET
MCCLOSKEY
Margaret Anderson

TED MILLER
Dan and Trudy Hirschfeld

JOE AUCH MOEDY
David and Tish Spencer

Winter/Spring 2011
CHERI MYRICK WILLIAM M. ZELLER
Bobby & Rhonda McTigue John & Norma King
LILLIAN NILSEN
Margaret Anderson
HONORARIUM
BEVERLY PENCOOK
Margaret Anderson EDWARD AND ELISE
BRYANT
MARY RAMSEY Sonny and Shirley Bryant
Moy Dudrey
MARTHA SABO TOMMY CRENSHAW
Bobby & Rhonda McTi
Marshall and Lavina Goddard ooy onda Veligue
AGNES DAVIS

LORNA MAE SANNER
Moy Dudrey

LLOYD SCHNASE
Dan and Trudy Hirschfeld

DAVID SHOFF
Victoria Shoff

LAWRENCE SMITH
Callie Bloomberg

NOBLE SIKES
Lenna Sikes and Family

LEON C. SONNTAG
Mike and Donna Smith
Tamarack Road Church of
Christ, OK

DUANE STINCHFIELD
Lois Stinchfield-Stevenson
Elizabeth Stinchfield

GEORGE STINCHFIELD
Lois Stinchfield-Stevenson

ROBERT STINCHFIELD
Lois Stinchfield-Stevenson

PAUL STROOPE
John Ed & Anna Lee Isbell

JESSE TAYLOR
Tom and Elaine Marcrom

R. EMMA JANE
TERRELL
William and Judith Terrell

STEPHANIE VEST
Faye Krider
Stephanie Vest Foundation

HELEN WHEELER
John Ed and Anna Lee Isbell

HAROLD YARBROUGH
Bobby and Rhonda McTigue
Delois Yarbrough

Southside Church of Christ,
KY

CULLEN DeHART
Bobby and Rhonda McTigue

JIM AND DONNA
FARLEY

Nicole Milby

Joyce and Ancle Burford

JOHN AND ELSA GAY
Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Dobbs Jr.

ADAM MILBY
Joyce and Ancle Burford

IRVIN AND EDNA
MORGAN
Richard and Alta Mae Hinkle

JERRY AND MILDRED
SMELSER
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Smelser

RAYMOND PERRY
Southside Church of Christ,
KY

DENNIS SWAIN
Southside Church of Christ,
KY

BILL & MARY ANN
WALKER

William & Ann Graves
Need us Becomers Class

JO ANNE WESTERFIELD
Amy Oldham
Bill Menees

BOOTS YOUNG

Imogene and Albert Butler Sr.
Brenda Newberry

Robert and Doris Haas

Kathy and Don McMillon
Jerry and Janet Tarrant

Jon and Penny Davis
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(Is. 58:10)
If you give yourself to the hungry, And satisfy the desire of the afflicted,
Then your light will rise in darkness,
And your gloom will become like midday.

Just as the Word found expression in becoming flesh (John 1:1), and John
says we heard, saw and handled the Word of life (1 Jn. 1:1), so the Word of His
fast (Is. 58:6-12) is to be made visible by His children to those who are hungry
Stacy Sikes and afflicted. Jesus gave Himself to be our shelter, our food, our clothing and Debra Lawrence
our salvation. Are we not to love others with the same love we have known? Isn’t meeting the
physical needs of the afflicted an essential way for us to show that we truly know Him? The purpose of the
Hands of Compassion ministry is deeply rooted in this precept. We want people to know that He is the source
of such expressed compassion. The needs of the ill are great as they seek answers to their health issues. Pray
that we can continue to minister to their needs as He has so graciously ministered to us. To all who have joined
with us to support this ministry, thank you!! God’s blessings be upon you and this ministry. -Szzey

Contact information:
email: hocminist mail.com
address: 840 West Center St.
Rochester, MN 55902
phones: 507-289-6025 (Debra) Housing

507-951-0628 (Stacy/cell) Hosp. Chaplain
www.rochesterchurchofchrist.org
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